POCAHONTAS COUNTY
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wey were working in the night, and Short discovered a dead
soldier, &nd took hold of his body to remove him to the place
where they were bringing the dead and wounded soldiers. He felt
a crooked ringer on the dead soldier's hand, and the size and

feel of the man convinced Short that he was his brother, John.

He, therefore, called for someone to bring a light, saying

thet he had found his brother, and when he had the light, he .
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ound for & certainty that it was his brother,

ifter the battle a young woman was observed going among

the dead looking intently into the Taces of each dead Confed-
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te soldier, Un being asked what she was looking for she
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» "1 am looking for Georgen"., She was the guest at the

-0me of Colonel lLicNeill. She had recently married ang was

8 SOme amusing incident.
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POCANONTAS COUNTY

gagon beoame frightened, and whipled around, breaking the tongue

,¢+f the wagon. They then put some fence rails on thg wagon to

et it on fire, and he said for several years after, the war,

people would come to gather up scattered lead over the fields.
Hamilton Riggs, a member of the 10th w»est Virginia

Infantry, is authority for the story illustrating the coolness

of Colonel Harris in battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel

darris was leading his regiment into position for the final charge

at Droop Mountain, he passed to a section so rough that he had

dismounted and was leading his horse, A bullet from the Con-

Tederate lines passed through the long, red beerd then worn by
the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. He stripped out the severed

whiskers and as he dropped them to the ground, turned to Adjutant
John Warnicke and said, "John, take my horse back to the rear;

I'm afraid he'll get shot.” Then he continued to lead the

cherge on foot.

rior to the Battle of Droop lountain there were no con-

“1derable Confederste forces anywhere in West Virginis except

in the Greenbrier Valley, which was held by the Confederates from

'8 head to 1its foot, a distance of about one hundred seventy

4
1193' ®nd which protected Virginia from attacks I'rom the west,

—JI‘
Lhe purpose of dislodging these Confederate I'orces,
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at Lroop Mountain. ’;ﬁjle was there fought on the 6th day
of November, 1863, between ‘hhe forces commended by General
iverell, and the Confederate :t‘orces by General John Echols
and Colones Willlam L. Jackson. '

At a distance, 1% would look like common consent that
the forces were to be assembled for a final test of strength.
General Averell, with a very formidable force, left Beverly
on “ov. 1lst, to find the enemy anfl give battle wherever he
might be found. General WM. L. Jackson, commanding a brigade

n -

and several other units, battalions and companies, was joined

by General Echols on the morning of the 6th, by a splend&d
origade of fighting men. General Averell encountered the

sonfederates in force at Mill Point on the morning of the
oth, and drove them to the foot of Droop lMountain, and there
camped for the night. On the morning of the 6th, General
verell threw out a strong skirmish line that cleared his
to the foot of the mountail. A4bout 9 A. M. the 10th
- Inft., 28th Ohio Inft., and one company of the 1l4th
‘8, Cav, and two pieces of Ewing'_a Battery were sent ar-
nd on & beck road six and one-hia;_lf miles where they I'ormed,

vTlUCK the ﬁnﬁiﬂy 11'1 Torce. HQI‘B iE “’llere tlle prinﬂip&l

“% hsrdest part of the batile was fought, and in passing

ne small plot of cleared land, not comprising more than
‘% Bere, thirteen were killed and for'ty'-aevan wore woundsd.
L

“early two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven
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yeen, if the land had beﬁnﬁfﬂeared. ~ Averell then formed the
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ond, 5rd, and 8th West Va, Mounted Infantry, with a portion of

the 14th ra. Cavalry in line of battle, who succeeded in driv-

ing the Confederate forces, composed of the 22nd Virginia Inft.
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19th Va. Cav. and other 'un_gits up the mountain, near the
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while further on the left of the Confederate line we

SUWld Ve

?ind & portion of Colonel averell's regiment, 20th Va. Colonel
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commanding, Kessler's Battalion, 23rd Va., lia jor Blessing;
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four companies Jerrick's batfafion, a portion of the 22nd Va,

Infantry. some of these units have been twice named becsause
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&8s the fighting became more severe on the Confederate left, they

seakened their right by sending reinforcements tc strengthen

5%
yaely left. 5
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"he forces engaged in the battle were composed of twelve

te units regiments, battalions and independent companies,
©ile the Union f‘o:gces were composed of nine units, reg-
and ':.;.-5}"?;?1&110113, there wasbut & slight difference in the
somposing the two armiedy the 10th West Virginia infantry
~w6 Z3%rd Ohio that comprises the flanking party and dig the
‘pal fightiag was reported 88 1175 soldiers while the 22nd
Infentry, Confederate, ﬁa)s reported ol'ficially at 550
‘4lers strone end the 23rd Virgihie Battalion 350 strong.
~srshell with 125 dismounted cavelry, Captain Jerring's
-D0, snd s jor Lesler's BAtlalion and othe ' units
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